
Psalm and Readings Friday 10th May 2024 
 
Psalm 20 
 

The Lord answer you in the day of trouble! 
    The name of the God of Jacob protect you! 
May he send you help from the sanctuary, 
    and give you support from Zion. 
May he remember all your offerings, 
    and regard with favour your burnt sacrifices. 
 

May he grant you your heart’s desire, 
    and fulfil all your plans. 
May we shout for joy over your victory, 
    and in the name of our God set up our banners. 
May the Lord fulfil all your petitions. 
 

Now I know that the Lord will help his anointed; 
    he will answer him from his holy heaven 
    with mighty victories by his right hand. 
Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses, 
    but our pride is in the name of the Lord our 
God. 
They will collapse and fall, 
    but we shall rise and stand upright. 
 

Give victory to the king, O Lord; 
    answer us when we call. 
 
 
 
 
 
Numbers 20:1-13 
 

The Israelites, the whole congregation, came into 
the wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the 
people stayed in Kadesh. Miriam died there, and 
was buried there. 
 

Now there was no water for the congregation; so 
they gathered together against Moses and 
against Aaron. The people quarrelled with Moses 
and said, ‘Would that we had died when our 
kindred died before the Lord! Why have you 
brought the assembly of the Lord into this 
wilderness for us and our livestock to die here? 
Why have you brought us up out of Egypt, to 
bring us to this wretched place? It is no place for 
grain, or figs, or vines, or pomegranates; and 
there is no water to drink.’ Then Moses and 
Aaron went away from the assembly to the 
entrance of the tent of meeting; they fell on their 
faces, and the glory of the Lord appeared to  

 
them. The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Take the 
staff, and assemble the congregation, you and 
your brother Aaron, and command the rock 
before their eyes to yield its water. Thus you shall 
bring water out of the rock for them; thus you 
shall provide drink for the congregation and their 
livestock. 
 

So Moses took the staff from before the Lord, as 
he had commanded him. Moses and Aaron 
gathered the assembly together before the rock, 
and he said to them, ‘Listen, you rebels, shall we 
bring water for you out of this rock?’ Then Moses 
lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with 
his staff; water came out abundantly, and the 
congregation and their livestock drank. But the 
Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you did 
not trust in me, to show my holiness before the 
eyes of the Israelites, therefore you shall not 
bring this assembly into the land that I have given 
them.’ These are the waters of Meribah, where 
the people of Israel quarrelled with the Lord, and 
by which he showed his holiness. 
 
 
 
 
 
Luke 7:11-17 
 

Soon afterwards he went to a town called Nain, 
and his disciples and a large crowd went with 
him. As he approached the gate of the town, a 
man who had died was being carried out. He was 
his mother’s only son, and she was a widow; and 
with her was a large crowd from the town. When 
the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and 
said to her, ‘Do not weep.’ Then he came forward 
and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. 
And he said, ‘Young man, I say to you, rise!’ The 
dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus 
gave him to his mother. Fear seized all of them; 
and they glorified God, saying, ‘A great prophet 
has risen among us!’ and ‘God has looked 
favourably on his people!’ This word about him 
spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding 
country. 
 
 
 
 



A prayer for this time of transition 
 

Faithful and loving God 
we hold our Benefice before you in this time of 
transition.  
Be with us in our waiting, in our expectation and 
in our preparation. 
Be with our new incumbent as he or she also 
waits, expects and prepares. 
Bring us together in love for you and for this 
Benefice, 
and be our light for the way ahead. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen  
 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

O God the King of glory, 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ 
is gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 


